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Court-Audio Preservation Chain
A five-stage visual workflow for documenting intake, preserving the complete source, working from a verified copy, checking res
Topic: Court reporting
Format: Workflow
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Use this as an operational handoff
The chain connects the complete source package with its human handling record. Assign an owner, keep filenames and folder re
Synthetic handoff example; no real matter or files. Packet DEMO�01 lists 001.trm, 002.trm, and session.xml. Operator A preserves
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Preservation chain
01. Document intake
Record the source, receiver, date and time with time zone, transfer method, original paths and sizes, and any exception.
02. Preserve source
Protect the complete package in approved, access-controlled storage and record the first trustworthy SHA�256 baseline without 
Optional HTML edition, sources, and revisions: https://www.andrewmayes.com/guides/court-audio-preservation-chain/
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Preservation chain
03. Work from copy
Verify a separate working copy before review or conversion, then log tools, settings, inputs, outputs, and errors.
04. Verify
Check the expected sessions, duration, boundaries, channels, playback, and known problem areas; keep mismatches visible.
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Preservation chain
05. Handoff and retain
Record each sender, recipient, time, method, included files, and manifest, then follow the controlling hold, retention, and disposa
Optional HTML edition, sources, and revisions: https://www.andrewmayes.com/guides/court-audio-preservation-chain/
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One rule protects the source
Preserve the complete source. Do every review, conversion, cleanup, and export from a documented copy. Keep the preserved p
- Keep both records connected. The preserved package and handling record stay together.
- Describe hashes accurately. A matching hash supports byte integrity, not origin, completeness, identity, authentication, or adm
- Follow the controlling authority. Technical practice does not replace the controlling rule, order, contract, policy, or qualified prof
Optional HTML edition, sources, and revisions: https://www.andrewmayes.com/guides/court-audio-preservation-chain/
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Scope and primary references
The workflow follows the preservation and accountability principles in NIST IR 8387, Digital Evidence Preservation: Consideration
Reference: NIST IR 8387, Digital Evidence Preservation: Considerations for Evidence Handlers - https://doi.org/10.6028/NIST.IR.8
Reference: current Federal Rules of Evidence - https://www.uscourts.gov/sites/default/files/document/federal-rules-of-evidence
Reference: SWGDE, Best Practices for Computer Forensic Acquisition, 17�F�002�2.1 - https://www.swgde.org/documents/publish
Reference: related field note - /blog/court-audio-chain-of-custody/
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